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Archi tec tura l ly  speaking, t h e  Hasbrouck House i s  a good example of a  t y p i c a l  
one-and-a-half s t o r y  Dutch Colonial f i e lds tone  residence t h a t  grew t o  i t s  present  
s i z e  i n  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  s t e p s  between 1750 and 1770. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f ea tu re  of 
g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  house i s  probably t h e  th ree  hooded f i r ep laces .  

Jonathan Hasbrouck erected  t h e  nor theas t  por t ion  of t h e  present  house i n  1750. The 
southeast  sec t ion  was added sometime before 1770 and i n  t h a t  year a  t h i r d  addi t ion  
extending t h e  length of t h e  west wall  of both e a r l i e r  sec t ions  was constructed. 
An i n i t i a l e d  date-stone over one of t h e  doorways confirms t h e  da te  of t h i s  l a s t  
addit ion.  The walls  of a l l  t h r e e  sec t ions  a r e  constructed of f i e lds tone .  The 
s t e ~ r o o f e d  house contains a l a rge  7-doored chamber, which was used by Washington 
as  h i s  reception and l i v i n g  room, two small bedrooms, a  pa r lo r ,  and a ki tchen on 
t h e  ground f loor .  On the second f l o o r  a r e  another bedroom and a spacious a t t i c  
where can be seen the  maze of hand-hewn timbers t h a t  support t h e  roof.  

Hood f i r e p l a c e s  were probably common i n  e a r l y  Dutch houses, though few have 
survived i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  form as ide  from t h e  t h r e e  located  i n  the  o lde r  por t ions  
of t h i s  house. This e a r l y  pr imi t ive  type of f i r e p l a c e  was b u i l t  out  i n t o  a room 
on a d i r t  o r  s tone  hear th ,  adjacent  t o  t h e  wal l ,  which was protec ted  by a br ick  
backing, and a hole i n  t h e  g a r r e t  f l o o r  above l e d  i n t o  a l a rge  hood, b u i l t  of 
clay-daubed wood, which passed up through t h e  g a r r e t  and roof t o  a small chimney 
t o  ca r ry  o f f  t h e  smoke. 

The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  building is  o r i g i n a l ,  except f o r  t h e  ki tchen and l i v i n g  room 
f l o o r s .  The i n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  Georgian, and t h e  house is  furnished with 
furnishings dat ing t o  t h e  period of Washington's occupancy. 

Located overlooking t h e  Hudson River, t h e  Hasbrouck House is  present ly  enclosed i n  
a s t a t e  park. To t h e  south of t h e  house which i s  t h e  northernmost building i n  t h e  
park, i s  the  two-and-a-half s t o r y  b r i ck  museum. To the  e a s t  of t h i s  bui ld ing,  
down t h e  h i l l ,  a  small s tone outbuilding,  and t o  t h e  north of t h i s ,  across  t h e  
t r a c t ,  i s  t h e  l a r g e  monument, dedicated t o  t h e  Continental Army. The park i s  
enclosed on a l l  four s i d e s  by i n d u s t r i a l  buildings.  
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCH ITECT 
Built 1750, 1782-1783, Washlnqton's occupancv 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hasbrouck House in Newburgh, New York served as the military headquarters 
for General George Washington from his arrival there on April 1, 1782 until 
August 19, 1783, except for occasional and necessary absences, More importantly, 
it was here that the Commander-in-Chief drafted three crucial documents in which 
he reaffirmed the fundamental principle of the subordination of the military 
establishment to civilian control and helped to lay the foundation for an orderly 
transition of the nation from war to peace. 

Built in two sections, in 1750 and 1770, the one-and-a-half story fieldstone 
house is also a fine example of Dutch Colonial architecture, The Hasbrouck 
House has been maintained by the State of New York as an historic site since 
1850. It is located at Liberty and Washington Streets in new burgh^ 

HISTORY 

None of Washington's military headquarters during the War for Independence is of 
greater historical significance than the Hasbrouck House at Newburgh. Arriving 
at Newburgh on April 1, 1782, the Commander-in-Chief remained at the Hasbrouck 
House, save for occasional enforced absences, until August 19, 1783. This was 
a longer period than Washington spent at any other headquarters. More importantly, 
Washington drafted three memorable documents at his Newburgh headquarters. In 
these, the Commander-in-Chief reaffirmed the fundamental principal of subordination 
of the military establishment to Civilian control and helped lay the foundation 
for orderly transition of the nation from war to peace. The first was Washington's 
vehement're'jection. of the suggestion that the new nation should become a monarchy, 
wi.th Washingfog at3its head. The second important document drafted at Newburgh 
was Washington1.3.address in the "Temple" at the nearby army encampment on March 1.5, 
l , w .  In this document Washington effectively quelled an incipient movement 
provo.ked,-by Q.q,.sq;called Newburgh Addresses, looking toward the coercion of 
Congress by the army' to secure settlment of officers' claims against the government 
prior to demobilization. The third notable act at Newburgh was Washington's 
$&fting of his oft-quoted circular letter to the Governors of the states, in which 
he outlined his views respecting the future development of the nation he had led to 
independence. These views were elaborated around four cardinal points: "an indis- 
soluble union of the states under one federal head," "a sacred regard to public 
justice," "the adoption of a proper peace establishment," and "a pacific and 
friendly disposition among the people of the States, which will induce them to 
forget their local prejudices and policies; to make mutual concessions, and to 
sacrifice individual advantages to the interests of the community." 

(continued) 
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In addition to these statements at Newburgh, an act of some interest was the 
establishment of the military award, the "Order of the Purple Heart," proposed 
by Washington and noted in the General Orders of the Day, August 7, 1782. 
Aside from its intimate association with Washington, the Hasbrouck House has 
the distinction of being the first historic site preserved by a state. The 
state obtained the property in 1850 for non-payment of debt. 


